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New water treatment plant will 
revive Keystone lakes, aquifers

A new water treatment pilot plant will set the stage for a larger plant that will bring clean, colorless Black Creek water to the lakes of Keystone 
Heights and recharge Florida’s natural aquifers.

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfl a.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A new pilot water 
treatment plant is live outside of Green 
Cove Springs will set the stage for a larger 
plant that will revive the lakes in Keystone 
Heights and recharge Florida’s aquifers.

When the fi nal project is live, it will di-
vert up to 10 million gallons of Black Creek 

water into a treatment pathway that will 
deposit clean, colorless water into Alligator 
Creek in the Keystone Heights area. Th at 
water will drain from the creek into Lake 
Brooklyn and Lake Geneva and over time, 
restore the lakes back to their levels last seen 
decades ago.

“We’ve been at this awhile,” St. Johns 
River Water Management District execu-
tive director Ann Shortelle said during the 

March 26 unveiling. “It’s one of the 
projects that will be instrumental in 
recharging the Florida aquifer region-
ally to support not only our precious 
water resources like the lakes, but also 

SEE WATER, 15

An investigation by the Clay County Sheriff’s 
Of� ce, Department of Homeland Security and 
the Drug Enforcement Agency uncovered a 
drug lab behind a home on Deer Springs Road. 
See story on Page 14.
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Welcome to North Florida Pharmacy! Serving Lake City and the 
surrounding areas since 1993. Our simple formula of courteous 
customer service and our quick prescription turn-around time has 
enabled us to grow and reach out to the North Florida region with 
eight total pharmacies.

North Florida Pharmacy offers drive-through service, a trained 
Dr. Comfort shoe specialist, and in-pharmacy vaccines for the flu, 
shingles, and more!

North Florida Pharmacy
of Keystone Heights

405 S. Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights, FL  32656
(352) 478-2057 • northflpharmacy.com

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-6:00pm • Saturday  9:00am-1:00pm

WE NOW DELIVER!

Crossword  
Puzzle

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Ocean surface indicator 
 (abbr.)
 4. American time
 7. Satisfaction
 8. Diving duck
10. Very small amount
12. Metrical units
13. An ignorant or foolish 
 person
14. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
16. It may sting you
17. Turn outward
19. Perform on stage
20. ‘CSI’ actor George
21. Localities
25. Make a choice
26. Indicates position
27. One of ThorÕs names
29. Indian musical rhythmic 
pattern
30. ‘The Raven’ author
31. Take in solid food
32. Legendary QB
39. Sorrels
41. Organization of nations
42. Texas pharmaceutical 
 company

43. Mathematical term
44. Expression of disap-
pointment
45. Abba __, Israeli 
 politician
46. Hide away
48. Salad restaurant
49. Daughters of Boreas 
 (mythology)
50. Men’s fashion accessory
51. Political action 
 committee
52. Unhappy

CLUES DOWN
 1. Make unhappy
 2. Heard the confession of
 3. Capital of Taiwan
 4. Fiddler crab
 5. Brazilian dances
 6. Fit with device to assist 
breathing
 8. Brother or sister
 9. Pastries
11. ‘Lone Survivor’ 
 director Peter
14. Boat type (abbr.)
15. Apertures (biology)

18. Suffix
19. Creative endeavor
20. Icelandic poem
22. Spanish dances
23. Town in Central Italy
24. Cars need it
27. Mimics
28. Rocky peak
29. Cigarette (slang)
31. One point south of 
 due east
32. Soap actress Braun
33. Large domesticated 
 wild ox
34. Island nation
35. Appear
36. Addictive practices
37. Loss of control of 
 one’s body
38. Type of poster
39. Greek mountain
40. Funny person
44. One and only
47. Pouch
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By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfl a.com

FLEMING ISLAND – Th e Fleming Island 
High In-Service Training Facility was packed 
Th ursday, April 1, as students, teachers and 
administrators prepared to grill the school 
board about athletic fi eld maintenance.

It turned out that wasn’t needed, as 
the board announced before the public 
comment section it intended to approve a 
long-delayed request for proposal to provide 
maintenance for stadiums and park at local 
schools. Th e board then approved a $42,000 
contract with AGROW PRO Inc. for “athletic 
fi eld maintenance services,” and it had been 
something on the board’s docket since last 
December.

Th e fi elds were already in need of main-
tenance last December, but the item was 
continually pushed after motions weren’t 
seconded, which led the item to a dead end. 
Th e students and sports-related teachers, 
coaches and administrators continued 
to grow frustrated and they showed up in 
droves during the last meeting prepared to 
plead with the board.

It wasn’t necessary, though, as despite 
hearsay on social media, the board intended 
to pass the request for proposal that night.

“Th is board cares deeply about our 
students whether they’re in our classrooms 
or on our fi elds,” board member Janice 
Kerekes said. “I can see this passing tonight...
and business [can] go back to the way it was. 
I think...if you know our intention [to pass], 
maybe you don’t want to come up here.”

Th is is in reference to the 28 commenter 
cards the board had received, all from 
people intending to talk about why the 
board needed to approve the RFP.

“We have a consensus where the major-
ity of us are voting for this,” she said. “We all 
deeply care about our fi elds, our classrooms, 
our gymnasiums and our resources and I 
just want to put that out there.”

Th ere literally was a sigh of relief from 
the dozens of people who supported the 
RFP, but many still spoke. Each person, 
though, expressed how they had a diff erent 
speech prepared before they heard Kerekes 
say the board was going to approve the RFP.

“Why is this important?” Jay Stillanou 
said. “Th at’s an important question to ask. 
[Th e answer is] because we’re prideful in 
Clay County. Our fi elds looked terrible, 
beyond bad. What you’re seeing is green, 
but it’s not grass. It’s weeds. Our fi elds can be 
some of the best around and this is the right 
thing to do for our kids. Th is reaffi  rms that 
we live in the greatest county.”

Middleburg High senior, Brooke Swin-
son, explained that the outcome of the 
school board’s decision that night greatly 
impacts the safety of Clay County school 
fi elds. She said the board should recognize 
that students from diff erent schools were at 
the meeting, standing in solidarity, because 
“rivalries come to a standstill when our 
gameplay is in jeopardy.”

Th e school board approved the proposal, 
4-0, with board member Ashley Gilhousen 
recusing herself from the vote because her 
brother is the contractor.

In other business, CESPA president 
Lonnie Roberts asked the board to focus on 
hiring employees, not outside contractors, 
for many projects like cutting grass.

“Th e custodians themselves cut the grass 
and they did a good job,” Roberts said. “You 
put all of the custodians back into the build-
ings to free up others inside and then [you] 
went out and hired a grass cutting service. In 
my opinion, that service needs to go.”

Roberts said he’s seen knee-high grass at 
schools like Green Cove Springs Junior and 
Fleming Island highs. “We talk about athletic 
fi elds, the safety of children and the pride of 
looking good throughout the entire district. 
Let’s take a look at some of the grounds 
themselves. If you drove by [GCSJH and 
FIH], you’d say something is in distress.”

Roberts said the school board won’t 
fi nd better service than the service of the 
people they already employ. Th ey can be 
anywhere in the county fi xing a problem, he 
said, meanwhile grass is knee-high at some 
schools. He said people actually employed 
by the district take pride in their job, espe-
cially when compared to outside contrac-
tors and service companies.

“Now that we’ve hired someone else to 
do the grass...I’m not seeing the pride,” Rob-
erts said. “Th ese contractors come in and it’s 
another dig at support employees, another 
way to gut the employees from their jobs. 
Every time I turn around, it’s ‘let’s go out for 
a bid or another contract.’ Why don’t we just 
go ahead and hire people?

“Th e way we’ve been doing it for so long 
has got to change. All of our experience is 
leaving.”

School board approves proposal to 
provide maintenance for athletic fi elds

CESPA President Lonnie Roberts told the 
board it should rely less on hiring outside 
contractors and should consider hiring new 
employees for jobs like cutting grass.
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Bryan’s 
251 East Walker Dr.251 East Walker Dr.

352-473-4006352-473-4006
www.bryansace.comwww.bryansace.com

155 S Lawrence Blvd.
(352) 473-8684

352-473-0352
800-255-6959

www.sweetpsflorist.com

PROVIDING ALL YOUR LAWN
& GARDEN ESSENTIALS

ALL YOU NEED FOR
PLANTING FLOWER BEDS

IT’S VEGGIE
PLANTING TIMENow Stocking 

Shoes!

We’ve got all the Spring Time Specials including fertilizer, grass 
seed, patio furniture, paint, shovels, rakes, wheelbarrows

and a huge grill selection and so much more. 
Stop in now for all your spring time

inside and outside household needs.

Remember MomRemember Mom
Sunday, May 9thSunday, May 9th
~ Order Early ~~ Order Early ~

The Florida International Rally and Motorsports Park will 
host the fi nal fi ve races for Nitro Rallycross on Dec. 4-5.

Nitro Rallycross 
comes to The FIRM
Five-year agreement brings premier 
racing circuit to North Florida
For Th e Herald 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Nitro Rallycross, the brainchild of ac-
tion sports star Travis Pastrana, will host its fi nal of fi ve races in 
the United States at Th e Florida International Rally & Motors-
ports Park on Dec. 4-5, 2021.

In addition to going bumper to bumper against each other 
on NRX’s massive courses, these elite pros will have to contend 
with an extreme range of conditions – from the dry desert and 
towering mountains of the southwest to the lush wetlands of the 
southeast - showcasing extraordinary backdrops at every turn. 
Th e racing will be packed into intense, short-form battles, pitting 
drivers against one another head-to-head in 600 HP supercars 
capable of accelerating faster than a Formula 1 vehicle.

“It is so awesome to see the momentum building for Nitro 
Rallycross,” said Travis Pastrana, who’s won X Games gold med-
als in supercross, motocross and rally racing and the driving 
force behind this racing revolution. “Th e reaction from teams 
has been fantastic. We’ve already confi rmed more supercar 
entrants than ever before in an NRX event. Building four all 
new, unique and crazy tracks for this year to go along with Utah 
Motorsports Campus is something all of us have been working 
toward for years. It’s going to be round after round of new chal-
lenges and excitement.”

“We truly believe that NRX is the future of motorsport and 
our 2021 series will usher in a new era of rallycross in North 
America and beyond,” said Joe Carr, CEO of Th rill One Sports & 
Entertainment, parent company of Nitro Rallycross.

Each stop will also include a separate NRX NEXT com-
petition to provide the next generation of emerging talent an 

opportunity to hone their skills in this pioneering new 
motorsport discipline. Drivers from both ranks will have 
the opportunity to train on NRX’s cutting-edge courses 
year-round, ramping up progression further still, since all 
tracks will be a permanent addition to each facility. 

“Th e FIRM is excited to be the Florida venue for the 
NRX North American tour,” said Larina Hintze, Vice Presi-
dent of Th e FIRM. “We share the same passion and goal 
to create a memorable experience for enthusiasts while 
providing some of the best technical driver training in the 
world. Nitro Rallycross program is creating an exciting 
motorsports event the entire family can take part. At Th e 
FIRM, ‘We Drive Passion’ and we appreciate NRX giving us 
the opportunity to share our combined passion through 
this family fun event at Th e FIRM!” 

SEE NITRO, 13
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WATER WELL CONTRACTING

PARTNERS WITH CAPITAL CITY BANK
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NORTH FLORIDA 
WELL DRILLING

& PUMP 
SERVICE LLC

Family Owned & Operated Since 1979

Eddie & Diane Smith
State Lic# 2173 & 7021

We Are Your Local  
Water Experts

Come by The Office For A 
Water Quality Analysis And 
A Free Treatment Estimate

105 Commercial Drive
Keystone Heights, FL

352-473-3204

COMPLETE
TREE SERVICE

& STUMP GRINDING

•Skid steer mulching now available
•Lift Service Now Provided

We Do it All!
Don’t let your tree issue 
become a tree problem!

904-364-7065
Fully Insured

As volume increases, customers 
reminded to follow posted rules

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Clay County 
waste disposal has its work cut out for it this 
spring. The season generally leads to people 
cleaning out their homes, doing more work 
around their yards and on the exteriors of 
their houses. That work creates more waste 
products and greatly increases what county 
disposal has to pick up. 

“In this unprecedented and challenging 
time, Waste Management, formally Ad-
vanced Disposal, has continued to provide 
curbside collection services to county 
residents. The COVID-19 pandemic contin-
ues to have an impact on all of us, and our 
commitment is to protect our employees 
while they are providing essential services,” 

said Amy Boyson, Waste management Inc. 
Community Affairs Manager. “With people 
spending more time at home, we have seen 
residential trash volumes increase up-to 
25% in the past year. In addition, we are 
experiencing labor shortages as our tempo-
rary labor providers are seeing a reduction 
in their employee base due to the federal 
stimulus checks. Currently a third-party 
grapple company is assisting us with the 
higher yard waste volumes.”

With increased amounts of waste to pick 
up, the collection crews normally in circula-
tion are slowed down from their normal 
pace with the need to make more trips back 
to the Rosemary Hill Solid Waste Manage-
ment Facility in Green Cove Springs. Those 
extra trips create slower process than at 
other times of the year. 

The amount of waste typically varies by 
household size, but approximately 18,000-
20,000 tons of yard waste is collected from 

Spring cleaning season means 
more yard, residential garbage

residential curbs during an average storm-
free year. 

During the winter months, the usual 
amount of waste for each household is 
about 27 pounds, but during the spring, 
that number more than doubles, to about 
64 pounds. In addition to the increase in 

SEE TRASH, 9
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Flower her with love!

Mother’s Day
is May 9th!
Order early 

for best 
selection.

MON-FRI: 9AM-5:30PM
SATURDAY: 9AM - 2PM

Blooming Plants,
Balloons & Gifts

all available for delivery

370 S.E. Sylvan Way, Keystone Hts.

352-473-9201

WWW . F L O W E R P E TA L S I N C . C O M

Flower
Petals

Custom
Designs 

Available

Forever 
Flower 
Designs

C   VID
ONE YEAR LATER ONE YEAR LATER 

In Clay 

By Don Coble
don@opcfl a.com

CLAY COUNTY – When Tasha Hyder came 
to work on March 12 last year, she was 
prepared to put in a lot of hours ahead of the 
Clay County Agriculture Fair.

By the end of the day, it proved to be the 
most-diffi  cult day of her career as the fair’s 
general manager.

Th at morning the county was just getting 
wisps of a novel coronavirus called CO-
VID-19. By midday, medical and emergency 
offi  cials were scrambling to understand how 
the virus to transmitted – and its possible 
deadly ramifi cations.

By nightfall, the country was put on 
alert for the most diffi  cult year it would ever 
know.

As fear of the coronavirus spread, 
schedules and routines around the county 
crumbled like a house of cards. Stores 
closed. Jobs were lost. People got sick. 
Some died. Th e elderly were in lockdown at 
assisted living centers and nursing homes. 
Schools closed. Words like “protocol,” “social 

distancing,” asymptomatic,” “normalcy” and 
“essential” became commonplace.

Hyder was forced to cancel the Fair. 
Across the river, the PGA Tour cancelled Th e 
Players at TPC Sawgrass after one round. 
Clay County School closed and cancelled all 
sporting events.

All on March 12.
“Th at’s how quickly things changed,” 

Hyder said.
On March 13, the county’s fears were re-

alized when Noah Battle Jr. became the fi rst 
documented case of COVID-19, although he 
checked into Orange Park Medical Center 
on March 7 with a 103.4-degree tempera-
ture.

For Clay County Emergency Manage-
ment Director John Ward and county Health 
Department administrator Heather Huff -
man, the past year has especially diffi  cult. 
Th ey worked with law enforcement, school, 
city and county offi  cials to keep everyone 
informed on the virus.

“I transitioned earlier to begin our prepa-
ration for the response within the County,” 
Ward said after taking the job two weeks 

A year later, life slowly 
returning to normal

Masks have become as commonplace as shoes in the past year as Clay County adjusted to the 
threats of the COVID-19 pandemic.

earlier. “Little did I know, what we really had 
in store over the next year. We had been 
planning for weeks prior with all our partner 
agencies for the potential if any impacts this 
could have on our community, little did we 
know what we truly had in front of us as an 
agency, and a community. Th is was not in 
my transition plan back to the County.”

Ward posted a blog on Facebook about 
the past year.

“Th en we had the worst part of it, the 
actual virus impacted many and even took 
some of our friends and loved one’s lives,” he 

said. “Th is is something we are still dealing 
with and will be for some time unfortunate-
ly. I want to take this time to thank every-
one involved. Th e many that worked the 
EOC over the past 365 days, had not even 
worked in that environment, dealing with 
the various tracking eff orts, managing the 
ever-changing directives from our state and 
federal partners, and listening to our upset 
citizens that had not gotten the opportunity 
to get tested or now the vaccine. Th ank you 

SEE COVID, 10
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WordWord
The budget would 
leave many parents 
with one option, 
or no option at all OF THE MONTH

THIS MONTH 
in history

Don Coble

Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county com-

mission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a 
few moments to write us a letter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling 

and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and 
spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Man-
aging Editor Don Coble at don@opcfla.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

SEE GIRLS, 7

Word of the Month is a feature that 
aims to help readers boost their vocabu-
lary in a meaningful way that has practical 
application. Each week, our editorial staff 
presents a word, its definition and its use in 
a sentence.

Sesquipedalian: (sess-kwuh-puh-
DAIL-yun) an adjective that means being 
long with many syllables.

“College-bound students have memo-
rized sesquipedalian word lists and spent 
hours a day looking for gimmicks to pro-
pel them to a higher SAT score.”

Five years ago, 2016
• State allocates $1 million to support 

Academies of Clay programs in the school 
district.

• Quigley House hosts first 100-mile 
Ride for Victims’ Rights motorcycle run to 
raise awareness for abuse victims and biker 
safety.

• Baptist Clay earns certification as an 
Acute Stroke Ready Hospital for a free-
standing emergency center on Fleming 
Island.

10 years ago, 2011
• Reported domestic violence cases in-

crease by 3.5% compared to a year ago and 
account for 48% of the county’s offenses, 
according to Quigley House.

• The Clay County Agriculture Fair clos-
es after hosting a record 100,000 patrons.

• Paul Clark, affectionately known as the 
“Library Guy,” was honored by the Florida 
Legislature as the Librarian of the Year.

20 years ago, 2001
• Members of the Clay County Sheriff’s 

Office, Green Cove Springs and Orange 
Park police departments, DEA, Bradford 
County Sheriff’s Office, U.S. Marshalls and 
U.S. Attorney’s Office arrest 50 “high level” 
illegal drug suppliers and street dealers in 
Clay and Bradford counties.

• Green Cove Springs Fire Chief Richard 
Knoff is selected as the fire chief of the year 
by the state.

• An independent Bible College will be 
built next two Berean Baptist Church on 
Fleming Island.

30 years ago, 1991
• Middleburg native Zelma Green, 100, 

sat in a rocking chair at the Cracker House 
at the Clay County Agriculture Fair and told 
patrons her “Swamp Owl” story.

By Drew Wilson
For Florida Politics

A budget bill in the House has the 
potential to end many virtual school 
options and funnel students into 

Florida Virtual School.
Current law requires school districts to 

offer at least three virtual school options 
to students within their district, though the 
statute also allows out-of-district students 
to enroll with no limit on the number of out-
of-district students who could enroll.

Essentially, the law allows a county 
school district to set up a statewide virtual 
school. Only a handful of school districts 
have done so, and most of them are large 
districts, such as Duval and Hillsborough.

But a couple of small school districts 
have entered the field. The most notable is 
Hendry County.

Hendry is one of the least populous 
counties in the state, with about 40,000 
residents. Hendry is best known for its 
agricultural community. The school district, 
historically, is not as noteworthy.

The Hendry school system is relatively 
small. A few years ago, there were between 
6,000 and 7,000 students overall. But that 
number has soared since Hendry County 
launched a virtual school.

The virtual option has become exceed-
ingly popular exceptionally quickly, at least 
on Hendry’s scale. The pandemic has only 
accelerated its growth. Now, more than 
6,000 Florida students are enrolled in Hen-
dry’s virtual school – nearly doubling the 
size of the district in short order.

It’s unclear why Hendry County of all 
places is drawing in thousands of out-of-dis-
trict students, but the answer appears to be 
word of mouth. Parents, especially parents 
of minority and special needs students, are 
starved for options and Hendry takes all 
comers.

By all accounts, parents and students 
are satisfied with the program.

But HB 5101 would stamp it out.
The education budget bill would cap the 

number of out-of-district students a county 
school district-run virtual school could 
accept by requiring at least half of enrolled 
students live within the county.

The provision would threaten virtual 
enrollment in all districts, but large districts 
would be more able to absorb the hit.

In Hendry, however, the cap would limit 
the county virtual school to just a couple 
hundred students, making it financially 
unviable.

A virtual school requires infrastructure, 
equipment, internet connectivity and 
employees, most of which are expenses that 

SEE SCHOOL, 7

By Don Coble
Managing Editor

The executive director of a Florida 
LGBT organization ripped proposed 
legislation which would keep trans-

gender children from playing organized 
sports, saying it was harmful to children’s 
welfare and the state’s economy.

It’s no secret politics and social causes 
have veered dramatically to the left in the 
country. Elections do that. But allow-
ing a boy to play in a girls’ league is very 
misguided.

Some, like Equality Florida Executive 
Director Nadine 
Smith, insists it’s 
not fair to the boy. 
But what about the 
girls?

Identity politics 
can be dangerous. 
They say boys will 
be boys, but in 
today’s world, that 
now means boys 
will be girls if they 
want. Quite frankly, 
that’s going too far.

I was a sportswriter for more than 45 
years. In that time, I learned one thing: 
there’s a difference between men and 
women playing sports. The longest hitter 
currently on the LPGA Tour is Pagdan-
ganan, who averages 287 yards off the 
tee. Bryson Dechambeau leads the PGA 
Tour with a 321.3-yard average. What if 
Dechambeau decided this week to play 
against women? According to Smith’s 
group, all he has to do is say he identifies 
himself as a woman.

That’s wrong because it’s not fair to 
women. I don’t say that as a former re-
porter. I say that as a father of two girls.

I support anyone’s desire to express 

their feelings. But it shouldn’t come at 
anyone else’s expense.

Whether you’re a man or a woman 
isn’t something that’s determined between 
the ears. It’s something that’s determined 
between the legs at birth. Of course, there 
are exceptions for people with Kinefelter 
syndrome who carry an extra X chromo-
some.

Transgender issues shouldn’t be 
morphed into a political argument.

“Simply put: lawmakers in Florida 
are putting the state’s economy at risk 
right alongside the health and well-being 
of transgender kids in a move that puts 
political pandering ahead of the welfare of 
children,” Smith told For Florida Politics.

The majority of people are against 
transgender children in sports, specifically 
girls’ and women’s athletics. Smith said any 
state that won’t allow boys to play against 
the girls risk losing sanctions and member-
ship in the NCAA.

“Bills that fly in the face of inclusion 
and empowerment for all young people 
are bound to draw the ire of organizations 
committed to encouraging equitable par-
ticipation – organizations like the NCAA,” 
Smith said. “Their boycott of champion-
ships in North Carolina following the 
disastrous ‘bathroom bill’ torched the 
state’s economy and marred its reputation. 
The trans sports bans moving through the 
Florida legislature now are senselessly 
tempting a similar fate. Lawmakers would 
do well to heed the warnings from North 
Carolina and stop this legislation in its 
tracks.”

The NCAA decided not to include 
North Carolina for any of its various 
championships through 2022 because 
the state excludes gender identity from 
statewide antidiscrimination protections. It 
also requires transgender people to use the 

SEE HISTORY, 7

Shouldn’t girls’ rights be considered 
when boys are allowed to compete?
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We’re now Aza Health! We still have you covered from A to Z 
with quality primary and preventative healthcare services for the entire family!  

Our team of healthcare professionals will tailor your care to meet your needs!

Discounted pricing for Eligible Patients.  
Learn more about our “sliding fee scale” at 

www.azahealth.org

Wellness from A to Z

Call Today for an Appointment!We’ve shortened our name, but not our list of services!

(352) 473-6595
100 Commercial Dr., Keystone Heights

MEDIC AL  •    MENTAL HEALTH  •    PHARMAC Y

don’t shrink commensurate with enroll-
ment.

With only a couple hundred students, 
Hendry’s school district would go under. 
Especially considering the complex method 
by which virtual schools are paid.

Similar to brick-and-mortar schools, 
virtual schools are funded on a per-student 
basis. Th ey aren’t funded at the same level, 
as there are no building maintenance fees 
or other costs unique to in-person instruc-
tion. It adds up to about $2,000 less than the 
per-student allotment received by tradi-
tional schools.

In addition to capping the number of 
out-of-district students, HB 5101 would give 
districts an out by replacing the require-

School 
from page 6

ment they provide three virtual options with 
a requirement that they provide one.

In most counties, the sole option would 
be Florida Virtual School.

For most students, FLVS is a perfectly 
acceptable option. It also has high enroll-
ment numbers allowing it to easily cover 
fi xed operating costs and absorb losses – if a 
handful of students went back to in-person 
schools, it wouldn’t wreck their budget.

But what works for most, doesn’t work 
for all. Th at has seemingly been a core tenet 
of the school choice narrative the Legisla-
ture has embraced for the past two decades. 
Even this Session, lawmakers are consider-
ing a massive expansion to school choice 
vouchers.

Th e author and main supporter of HB 
5101, Brevard County Rep. Randy Fine, has 
said the bill was drawn up to stop some 

shady behavior among virtual school ven-
dors.

Outside of Fine’s vague insinuation, no 
virtual school has been accused of paying 
districts directly before, during or after a 
student enrolls.

FLVS educates about four out of fi ve vir-
tual school students in the state, and Fine’s 
bill would likely boost them to a near – or 
virtual – monopoly by suff ocating smaller 
schools with strict enrollment caps.

While most current virtual students 
would be able to attend FLVS, it would not 
be able to take all of them.

Unlike in-person schools and some 
virtual school alternatives, FLVS doesn’t ac-
cept all applicants. It has GPA requirements 
and testing requirements. Perhaps the most 
prohibitive requirement: Students must 
provide their own computers, internet, email 

addresses and phones.
Th e enrollment criteria fi lters out the 

state’s poorest students, many of whom are 
minorities. FLVS enrollment data refl ects 
that. Nearly 83% of FLVS students are White; 
just 8% of FLVS students are Black.

Next to those bills, HB 5101 seems like 
a 180 on school choice and would institute 
something of a double standard.

Th ere are some concerns with virtual 
school funding that advocates on each 
side of the school choice movement agree 
should be addressed, such as whether 
school districts are using funds collected 
through local taxes to fund the education of 
out-of-district students.

Whether the state should adopt a so-
called “one size fi ts all” approach to virtual 
schools is a policy that, as of now, appears to 
have a constituency of one.

• Kimberly Wendell was crowned “Miss 
Clay County Fair” on opening night of the 
Clay County Fair.

History
from page 6

• Clay High’s Anne Rowell sets a Brad-
ford Invitational meet record with a 38-foot, 
7-inch shot put throw.

40 years ago, 1981
• An accident involving fi ve cars in 

Green Cove Springs causes $18,000 worth 
of damage.

• Th ere is speculation about the unusual 
number of absentee ballots cast for Calvin 
Wilcox and Donald Fullerton in the Green 
Cove Springs City Council election.

• After hearing numerous complaints 
hearing residents, Nytrex abandons its plan 
to dump sludge in Clay County.

the restroom that corresponds to their birth 
certifi cate. Th ere’s no question transgender 
people have been an important part of our 
society for decades. What’s diff erent now is 
the insistence by some to make it a political 
hot button, not a matter of preference.

Transgender people now are allowed 
to compete in the Olympics as long as the 
levels of testosterone measured in a man 
is 10 nanomoles a liter for at least a year. 
While no known transgender athletes have 
competed in the Olympics since 2003, at 
least three – BMX freestyler Chelsea Wolfe 

Girls 
from page 6

of the United States, volleyball player Tifan-
ny Abreu of Brazil and weightlifter Laurel 
Hubbard of New Zealand – are expected to 
compete at the Tokyo Games this summer.

Th e International Olympic Committee 
bands the use of performance-enhancing 
drugs. Shouldn’t taking testosterone-reduc-
ing drugs to change the chemical balance in 
the body so boys can compete against girls 

“Simply put: lawmakers in Florida are 
putting the state’s economy at risk 
right alongside the health and well-
being of transgender kids in a move 
that puts political pandering ahead of 
the welfare of children,” Smith told 
For Florida Politics.

be considered performance-enhancing?
Some states, including Utah and South 

Dakota with Republican governors, have re-
jected bills that would prohibit transgender 
athletes playing organized sports. Legisla-
tion in Florida, however, is moving ahead.

For my daughters’ sake, I hope it suc-
ceeds.
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112 Debarry Ave.
Orange Park, FL 32073

Auto | Home | Mobile Homes 
Commercial General Liability

Motorcycles | Watercraft

Need Insurance?
904-278-6222

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
aplusallfloridainsuranceinc.com 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm

Professional Service with Small Town Values

Patricia Y. Hatch, 
Broker/Owner

Cell (904) 806-2857
Offi  ce (352) 478-8838

h a t c h r e a l t y s e r v i c e s . c o m

We approach every transaction with a small town, personal and professional attitude!

License #BK3268631

Meet the tea
m

Tracy Greimel
Realtor

Terri Murphy
Realtor

Keith Hatch, Realtor,
Offi  ce Adminstrator

Michelle Reimer
Realtor

Renee Christopher
Admin. Assistant

Ma�  Merri� 
Realtor

Professional Service with Small Town Values
We approach every transaction with a small town, personal and professional attitude!

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com

Celebrate
Clay History

The Dupont’s Camphor 
Farm at Waller

By Archives Specialist Vishi Garig
A service of Clerk of Court and 
Comptroller Tara S. Green

CLAY COUNTY – A little community 
known as Waller once was home to E.I. 
DuPont’s 12,000-acre camphor farm. Waller 
was located near the present-day intersec-
tion of State Roads 16 and 21, near Camp 
Blanding. Camphor is a white crystalline 
substance with an aromatic smell and bitter 
taste, occurring in certain essential oils. Ob-
tained especially from the wood and bark of 
the camphor tree, camphor was and is used 
as a liniment and mild topical analgesic in 
medicine, as a plasticizer, and as an insect 
repellent. E.I. DuPont de Nemours and 
Company, commonly referred to as just Du-
Pont, was an American company founded 
in 1802 in Delaware. 

By 1916, there were 400 acres planted 
with mature camphor trees and another 350 
acres of seedlings. By 1919, camphor trees 
were planted on 2,000 acres. Each year acre-
age was expanded. One can imagine that no 
one living or working in Waller ever had a 
stuff y nose. 

Camphor was also an essential ingredi-
ent in gunpowder and fi reworks. Alfred 
Nobel’s 1877 explosive creation of Ballis-
tite, also known as smokeless gunpowder, 
required camphor. His formula contained 
10% camphor, along with nitroglycerine and 

collodion. Camphor stabilized the explo-
sives against decomposition and spontane-
ous explosions. 

Th e trouble, previous to this decade, 
was Japan controlled the world market on 
camphor. In 1919, the US imported over 
a million dollars’ worth of camphor. WWI 
created a huge demand for gunpowder 
and the price rose to $3.75 a pound. Th e 
solution was to grow trees in Florida and 
produce our own camphor supply. Th e 
cinnamomum camphora trees from Taiwan 
were fi rst introduced to Florida in 1875 as 
an ornamental. It escaped cultivation and 
spread all over Florida. Just try to cut down a 
sapling and see how quickly it grows back. It 
is an invasive species, just like so many other 
plants and animals in Florida. Th e trees even 
had their own special pest, the camphora 
thrip. When the bug threatened the cam-
phor farms in Clay and Putnam counties, a 
dust up at the legislature occurred caused 
by the opposition to aid being given to farms 
who were in a battle against the bugs.

Th e trees at the DuPont farm were not 
allowed to grow tall because of the inconve-
nience in harvesting. It took about six years 
for a tree to grow large enough to use for 
camphor production. DuPont’s process for 
camphor production was to clip the leaves 
and twigs from the trees then put them 
through a distilling process. Th e leaves and 
twigs are put into a retort over boiling water. 

A camphor tree in the Green Cove Springs Historic Triangle serves as a reminder of how the wood and bark was processed into a liniment for the 
E.I. DuPont de Nemours and Company.

As the camphor vaporizes, it is then cooled 
to accelerate crystallization. Th is produced 
about one pound of camphor from every 
100 pounds of twigs and leaves. Not very 
effi  cient, but it was the only way at the time. 

Almost as soon as DuPont got the 
Waller plant ready, a process for producing 
synthetic camphor was invented. In 1921, 
DuPont’s chemists made synthetic cam-
phor from the turpentine of Southern pine 

stumps. Th e price of camphor plunged and 
Clay County was left with acres and acres of 
a beautiful but invasive tree.
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Touch of Grace Galleria
352-478-1764

956 SE State Rd 100 • Keystone Heights

THOUSANDS OF
GREAT ITEMS

Antiques
Furniture

Tools
Artisan Wares
& Much More

1166 Blanding Blvd. 
Orange Park

904-272-2200 • www.GordonChevy.com

NO
BULL

A SLAM 
DUNK OF 
SAVINGS!

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$4995
WITH ACDELCO DEXOS1™ 

5W30 SYNTHETIC OIL
EXCLUDES DIESEL ENGINES. MORE THAN 6 QUARTS 
OF OIL AND TAX EXTRA. INCLUDES ACDELCO DEXOS 

1™ OIL REQUIRED BY 2011 AND NEWER VEHICLES. 
SEE DEALER  FOR ELIGIBLE VEHICLES AND DETAILS. 
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 8/31/19.

A/C PERFORMANCE 
CHECK

$1995
SOME VEHICLES MAY BE HIGHER. MAY EXCLUDE HYBRID 

SYNTHETICS, FREON AND DIAGNOSIS ADDITIONAL 
CHARGE, ALL PRICES PLUS TAX AND FEES. MUST PRES-
ENT COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. CANNOT BE USED 
IN COMBINATION WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS OR OFF ERS. 

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. EXPIRES 8/31/19.

$100OFF
UP TO ANY SERVICE WORK

THE CHECK VALUE WILL BE BASED ON THE FI NAL INVOICE AMOUNT FOR PARTS AND LABOR. THIS OFF 
ER IS NOT VALID FOR USE WITH DEDUCTIBLES OR BODY SHOP WORK. OFF ER GOOD THROUGH 8/31/19. 

PRESENT TO SERVICE ADVISOR AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

IF YOUR BILL IS ....YOU SAVE
$50 TO $100 ................  $5.00
$101 TO $200 ..............$10.00
$201 TO $300 ............$20.00
$301 TO $400 ............$30.00

IF YOUR BILL IS ....YOU SAVE
$401 TO $500 ............$40.00
$501 TO $700 .............$50.00
$701 TO $900 ............$75.00
$901 + .......................  $100.00

Offers include price reduction below MSRP, Conquest cash, and cash allowance.  Must finance with GM Financial.  With approved credit. Some customers may not qualify.  Not 
available with special financing, lease and some other offers.  Savings based on local comparable vehicle retail price.  Take new delivery by 3/31/20.  See dealer for details. 

OR 
GET 

2020 EQUINOX

FOR CURRENT COMPETITIVE OWNERS

MOS.0% APR72
$5,500UP TO OFFFOR MOS.

0% APR
72

2020 SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB

FOR

LUBE, OIL & FILTER

$5995
WITH ACDELCO DEXOS1™ 5W30 

SYNTHETIC OIL
EXCLUDES DIESEL ENGINES. MORE THAN 6 QUARTS 
OF OIL AND TAX EXTRA. INCLUDES ACDELCO DEXOS 

1™ OIL REQUIRED BY 2011 AND NEWER VEHICLES. SEE 
DEALER  FOR ELIGIBLE VEHICLES AND DETAILS. NOT 

VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 5/20/21.

A/C PERFORMANCE 
CHECK

$1995
SOME VEHICLES MAY BE HIGHER. MAY EXCLUDE 

HYBRID SYNTHETICS, FREON AND DIAGNOSIS 
ADDITIONAL CHARGE, ALL PRICES PLUS TAX AND 

FEES. MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. 
CANNOT BE USED IN COMBINATION WITH OTHER 

DISCOUNTS OR OFFERS. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. 
EXPIRES 5/20/21.

$100OFF
UP TO ANY SERVICE WORK

THE CHECK VALUE WILL BE BASED ON THE FINAL INVOICE AMOUNT FOR PARTS AND LABOR. THIS OFF ER IS 
NOT VALID FOR USE WITH DEDUCTIBLES OR BODY SHOP WORK. OFF ER GOOD THROUGH 5/20/21. PRESENT 

TO SERVICE ADVISOR AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

IF YOUR BILL IS .................YOU SAVE
$50 TO $100 .............................  $5.00
$101 TO $200 .......................... $10.00
$201 TO $300 .........................$20.00
$301 TO $400 .........................$30.00

IF YOUR BILL IS .................YOU SAVE
$401 TO $500 .........................$40.00
$501 TO $700 .........................$50.00
$701 TO $900 .........................$75.00
$901 + ................................... $100.00

2020 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT 2020 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE LT 2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
6-SPEED AUTOMATIC ELECTRONIC WITH 

OVERDRIVE 1.5L DOHC
P21469

9-SPEED AUTOMATIC, PRICED BELOW KBB 
FAIR PURCHASE PRICE!

P21464

8-SPEED AUTOMATIC, 4WD, BLACK CLOTH
P21443

$21,081 $33,881 $45,981

2019 CHEVROLET SPARK LS 2009 MERCEDES-BENZ S-CLASS S 550 2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

ONE OWNER, BLUETOOTH/HANDS FREE 
CELL PHONE, REAR BACK UP CAMERA

P21554A

LEATHER. 7-SPEED AUTOMATIC 5.5L V8 
DOHC 32V
P21468A

ONE OWNER, BLUETOOTH/HANDS FREE 
CELL PHONE, REAR BACK UP CAMERA

P21562

$12,481 $14,981 $18,981

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2019
BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY

claytodayonline.com

2020VOTED #1 IN CLAY
    TWO YEARS IN A ROW

904-272-2200 • www.GordonChevy.com

Plumbing repairs
Water heater installation and repair

Re-pipes
Slab Leaks

Drain cleaning
Waster softener installation

Gas piping
Irrigation repairs
Pump installation

Sewer and water lines
New Construction

24 hour service
Commercial/ Residential

904-458-3020

Trash 
from page 4
volume, there are more stops during the 
springtime along the collection route than 
there are in the winter.

Th e increase in waste material volume 
could possibly cause delays of up to a day 
in the pickup process. However, one day 
would be the maximum delay. Any waste 
set out for Friday pickup would be taken 
away by the end of the day on Saturday. 
Administrative changes also play a role.

“Advanced Disposal was acquired by 
Waste Management late last year.  Some 
minor problems are expected as the two 
companies become one,” said Charlie 
Latham, the new Director of Environmental 
Services. “We are in constant contact with 
Waste Management’s operating location 
for Clay County and I have recently met 
with Waste Management’s Area General 
Manager, Marcel Dalby. I am convinced 
that they are taking the appropriate steps to 
solve the recurring issue of missed pickups, 
and I anticipate the quality of service will 
improve signifi cantly in short order and for 
the long term.”

Important items to remember are that 
no can, bag nor item should weigh more 
than 50 pounds. Any large tree or plant 
limbs put out for disposal must be no larger 
than four feet and it must neatly stacked at 
curbside for pickup. Also, yard waste such 
as grass clippings, leaves and the like should 
be in placed in bags or cans that are 40 gal-
lons or smaller.



COVID-19 CALL CENTER 
1-866-779-6121  

COVID-19@fl health.gov

119 Deaths at care facilities 

By the Numbers
COVID-19 in Clay County as April 6

18,845 Positive cases reported

333 Deaths

31,533 Vaccinations given  

1,097 Positive students cases   

reported in schools

176 Faculty and sta�  in schools

133 Active positive cases at care 

facilities  
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TEAL TILE
Your Flooring Specialists

131 N. Cherry St., Starke, FL 32091

Sales • Service • Installation
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

904-964-7423
• Vinyl • Carpet • Ceramic Tile • Hardwood & Laminate Floors

Visit OurVisit Our
Showroom!Showroom!

Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 

BUYING POWER OF 
OVER 1,400 STORES!!

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved Ones with 
Aff ordable Funeral, Cremation Services 

Pre-Need Planning Available
On-site Crematory - Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

Joe Gallagher - Owner/Licensed Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland - Licensed Funeral Director

Laura Crews - Offi  ce Manager, 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

Austin Gaver - Licensed Funeral Director

Melody Kay Abercrombie - Funeral Assistant; 
Licensed Pre-Need Counselor

P. Steven Futch - Licensed Funeral Director

Quentin Chism - Funeral Assistant

Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated jonesgallagherfh.com

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Starke
620 E. Nona Street • Starke, FL 

904.964.6200

Jones - Gallagher Funeral Home - Keystone Heights
340 East Walker Drive • Keystone Heights, FL 

352.473.3176

Jones-Gallagher
funeral home &

cremation services

Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care • Skilled Nursing • Rehabilitation

Call 904-284-5994 today for lunch and a tour.
3495 Hoffman St. | Penney Farms, FL 32079 | VisitPRC.org

~Welcome Home~
Make plans now, while you’re young enough to enjoy retirement.

Penney Retirement Community gives you peace of mind that all of
your health care needs are taken care of….Your family will thank you.

for your dedication to the community, you 
all have gone above and beyond for the 
community.

“No one alive had ever dealt with or 
managed the type of health emergency that 
was placed in front of us.”

Johnny Van Zant, the lead singer for 
Lynyrd Skynyrd returned to his Clay Coun-
ty home after the band’s tour was cancelled. 
He started posting online announcements 
on Sundays. His latest post off ered some 
much-needed reprieve.

“March 8,” he said of the band’s last 
performance. “It’s been a year for us not 
playing, but it seems like 10 years for me.”

Van Zant said Lynyrd Skynyrd is 
scheduled to return to the stage on June 4 at 
Panama City Beach.

“Looking forward to seeing everybody 
smiling,” he said.

Schools have reopened, but parents 
have the option to either homeschool their 
children or have them attend virtual classes.

Stores have reopened – some with face 
covering mandates.

Clay County has received vaccines from 
Moderna, Pfi zer and Johnson & Johnson. As 
of Wednesday, 23,458 country residences 
have received their full vaccination doses.

And 322 of our friends and families have 

COVID
from page 5

Tasha Hyder, left, posted this amusing photo of 
her reaction to the past year at the Clay County 
Fair. Also, open and closed signs became part 
of doing business during he pandemic.

died.
Th is year’s fair is scheduled to open on 

April 1. Other than continually juggling the 
concert lineups, Hyder insists there won’t 
be any disruptions this time around.

But she, along with everyone else, felt 
the same away a year ago.
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Evie Hooper’s Atlantic Logistics is a woman-founded success
Keystone Heights company 
focuses on trucking services

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfl a.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – March is celebrated 
as Women’s History Month, and Atlantic Lo-
gistics, a company with offi  ces in Keystone 
Heights has a female co-founder. 

Evelyn “Evie” Hooper is the owner, presi-
dent and co-founder with her now-deceased 
husband Robert Hooper, Sr. Th e two began 
the company together in 2001 out of their 
home and have built a thriving business.

Atlantic Logistics is coming off  the 
company’s best year. Th e company focuses 
on truckloads, fl atbed, refrigerated, van and 
government transportation services.

“Th is year’s on track to be our best year 
ever, as well, as long as things keep moving 
on the road,” said Robert Hooper, Jr., Atlantic 
Logistics CEO.

“Our Executive team boasts decades of 
insider experience with sustained growth 
and recognition,” said Mrs. Hooper. “We 
are proud to continue our family tradition 
through added leadership to an already 
accomplished team. Our company credo is 
to do the right thing and follow the Golden 
Rule.”

Robert is extremely proud of his mother 
and what she has helped to build.

“I think it’s a great role model to women 
looking to do something diff erent,” he said. 
“Logistics, it’s changing and growing. Th ere’s 
not a lot of female truck drivers. I think it’s 
up to 11 percent of the trucking force. Over 
the last 20 years that’s growing, but I think 
she’s a great role model to other women 
that want to start a business and lead later 

in life. I think that’s been inspirational to my 
sister and all of us. I think it’s a great story for 
women’s history month.”

Amanda Th acker is the manager of the 
Keystone Heights offi  ce of the company. 
As a 25-year Keystone Heights resident, 
she loves that there is a local offi  ce of the 
company. 

“Its super-important to me to have a loca-
tion in Keystone Heights,” said Th acker. After 
having had to work in Jacksonville and travel 
all the way into the city, working in Keystone 
made things much more convenient. Even-
tually, after working from home, she rented 
a building in downtown Keystone Heights to 
work. Her initiative excited her husband, and 
things continued to grow.

“I’m very proud to work for a woman 
owned company,” she said. “I’m a very hard 
worker and I’ve given everything I had to 
help grow the business. Th ey take pride in 
all of us that work for them. Family comes 

fi rst which is a big thing here in Keystone 
Heights. We try to hire within Keystone 
Heights. It’s important, just for me to be a 
woman and to work for a woman owned 
company.”

Evie looks forward to continued success.
“When it comes to challenges, our in-

house staff  has yet to meet one they haven’t 

bested, and we’ve got some of the fi nest 
people in the business,” she said. “Especially 
during Women’s History Month in March, 
we celebrate their dedication to customer 
service and command of the subject which 
fuels our success. We thank the hard-work-
ing women and men in the company and 
look forward to the next 20 years.”

Evie Hooper is shown here with her late husband, Robert. The couple started Atlantic Logistics 
in Keystone Heights.

“We are proud to continue our family tradition through added 
leadership to an already accomplished team. Our company 
credo is to do the right thing and follow the Golden Rule.”

– Evie Hooper 
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4565 US Hwy 17 S • Suite 106 
Fleming Island 32003

www.firstcoastheart.com To make an appointment call 904-375-8100
Gayle Martin, MD, FACC

Cutting-edge care 
A heartbeat away... 
Our mission at First Coast Heart & Vascular Center 
is to provide cardiology services to our patients 
with the most advanced, thorough and 
compassionate care available in Northeast Florida.

For Th e Herald 

CLAY COUNTY – After much consider-
ation, the decision was made on Monday, 
March 22, to permanently close the small 
branch offi  ces of 
the Clay County 
Clerk of Court and 
Comptroller’s Offi  ce 
in both Middle-
burg and Keystone 
Heights.

Th e large branch 
offi  ce located in 
Orange Park on Park 
Avenue will remain 
open as always, and 
the main full-service 
offi  ce located inside the Clay County 

Courthouse in Green Cove Springs remain 
available Monday-Friday as well.

Prompted by COVID-19 restrictions 
and thanks to newly-available technology, 
steps were taken to improve and expand 
the organization’s online/remote options 
for community members who choose to 
use www.clayclerk.com to access informa-
tion, make payments or to access services, 
instead of coming in-person to any of our 
offi  ce locations. 

No-contact drop boxes remain available 
in Orange Park and Green Cove Springs. Th e 

Middleburg and Keystone Heights branch 
offi  ce locations were initially opened years 
ago, just one day a week, as a convenience 
for residents in those areas.

In Middleburg, the branch was part of 
the Clay County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce substation 
on Blanding Boulevard.

 In Keystone Heights, the branch was 
part of the Tax Collector’s Offi  ce on State 
Road 100. Both the CCSO and Tax Collec-
tor were notifi ed personnel will not resume 
services there and that materials, equipment 
and signage will be removed.

As with many government services, the 
impact of COVID-19 caused the closure of 
these offi  ces last year and a recent assess-
ment of their continued use was done.

Th e small branch offi  ces are not condu-
cive to COVID-19 retrofi tting, plus, the staff  
who would normally travel to these branch 
locations are needed in our Orange Park lo-
cation where in-person demand for services 
and foot traffi  c is increasing. Clerk of Court 
and Comptroller Tara S. Green says her staff  
is looking for ways to increase convenience 
and enhance the ways citizens do business 
with our offi  ces and with the court system.

“We are evaluating the need for future, 
alternate branch locations based on the 
growth of the county, taking into consid-
eration how many of our services are now 
available online,” she said.

Clay County Clerk branch offi  ces close in Middleburg, Keystone Heights

Tara Green

“We are evaluating the need for future, alternate branch locations 
based on the growth of the county, taking into consideration how 
many of our services are now available online.” 

– Tara Green
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Visit our showroom for the best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

Visit our showroom for the 

FREE ESTIMATES
1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 

www.CarpetMan.biz 

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

3575 US HIGHWAY 17-904-458-4997
1964 CASSAT AVENUE-904-634-7923

500 SR 13 N.-904-217-7326

Todd D. Shockley, DMD

260 S. Lawrence Blvd. Suite 102
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Phone: 352-473-0707
Fax: 352-473-5187

drshockley@hotmail.com

Th e event also brings a worldwide 
television audience through the NRX 
partnership with NBC and Peacock. Auto-
motive enthusiasts in the U.S. can watch 
every exhilarating fi ght to the fi nish live on 
Peacock for free. Eight hours from every 
North American stop will be streamed on 
NBCU’s new streaming service. In addition, 
a one-hour highlight show will air after each 
race on NBCSN. 

“We are proud to partner with all of our 
regional partners in bringing this global 
sporting event to North Florida,” said Alan 
Verlander, President and CEO of Airstream 
Ventures. “We appreciate the NRX team 
giving us this opportunity to bring the world 
to our area and introduce them to all the 
great things this area has to off er. We look 
forward to this being a signature event that 
continues to grow in the future.”

Globally, Nitro Rallycross will be distrib-
uted in over 140 countries and has secured 
partnerships with the following broadcast 
partners –Tencent, beIN SPORTS and 
Supersport – with more to be announced 
soon.

Nitro Rallycross’ adrenaline-charged lap 
across the continent this year marks just the 
fi rst leg of the property’s global expansion. A 
10-race series will follow in 2022, featuring 
a spectacular winter race in Canada to add 
ice and snow to the conditions the drivers 
will face. Additional races will follow before 
the action shifts across the Atlantic to 
Europe and the Middle East. Next year will 
also see the introduction of a transforma-
tional electric SUV supercar class.

Nitro
from page 3

“Hosting an event of this magnitude 
is monumental for our community,” said 
Chairman Mike Cella, Clay County Board 
of County Commissioners. “Rally racing is 
full of adventure and family fun, which is 
a perfect fi t for Clay County and the North 
Florida region. We look forward to welcom-
ing racing competitors and fans from all 
over the world in December.”

series has the backing of major brands. 
Foundational partner Red Bull has ex-
tended their multi-year alliance with Nitro 
Rallycross while another foundational 

PHOTO COURTESY OF NITRO CIRCUS

sponsor, Yokohama, also returns, expanding 
their involvement to become the offi  cial tire 
partner for the series. Subaru Motorsports 
USA - which has participated in NRX from 
the beginning, fi elding legendary drivers like 
Travis Pastrana and Scott Speed - is now 

joining as a series sponsor as well. Returning 
sponsor O’Reilly Auto Parts has also signifi -
cantly increased their commitment.

Details on how fans can purchase tickets 
to experience Nitro Rallycross in person will 
also be announced soon.
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We offer five convenient locations: 
Orange Park • 2023 Professional Center Dr.

Fleming Island • 1615 County Road 220, Suite 140

Middleburg • 1658 St Vincent’s Way, Suite 250

Mandarin • 11790 San Jose Blvd.

Riverside • St. Vincent’s Hospital-DePaul Building 
2 Shircliff Way, Suite 120 

Now Accepting New Patients
904-272-2020
CLAYEYE.COM

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Th e Clay County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, Department of Homeland 
Investigations and Drug Enforcement 
Agency provided more details on a recent 
drug bust in Keystone Heights.

Cody Michael Cliff ord, 40, of Keystone 
Heights, was jailed 
March 19 on 
charges of cultivat-
ing marijuana, pos-
session of dimeth-
yltryptamine, LSD, 
marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia after 
the Clay County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce came 
to the house after 
members of HSI 
seized two parcels 
containing Mescaline Cliff ord ordered from 
Peru.

Cliff ord agreed to have his home and 
car searched, according to the arrest report, 
and deputies found more than 75 grams of 

dimethyltryptamine, marijuana hash, Har-
mala powder, seven marijuana plants, fi ve 
handguns, two rifl es and shotgun and an 
assortment of chemicals used to manufac-
turer narcotics.

CCSO Sheriff  Michelle Cook said Clif-
ford is suspected of running a DMT extrac-
tion lab.

“DMT labs are very rare and dangerous. 
Th ey can be dangerous to those who are 
producing the drug, the community and for 
our investigating offi  cers and detectives,” 
Cook said.

In a joint news conference on Monday, 
Cook said agents also found bomb-making 
materials, as well as more than 2,000 rounds 
of ammunition in a shed behind a home in 
the Deer Springs Road area.

“[Th e material was] steel cylinders, he 
had the wicks, gunpowder, it was all material 
that he was preparing to make explosive 
devices,” said DEA Assistant Special Agent 
in Charge Mike Dubet.

Th e DEA said there was enough explo-
sive material to build eight grenades.

Explosive materials also 
recovered at Keystone drug lab

In addition to toxic drug-making materials, agents found several weapons, more than 2,000 rounds 
of ammunition and enough bomb-making materials to make eight grenades.

Cody Michael Cliff ord 

Cook said the chemicals and weapons 
created a danger to law enforcement and 
the neighborhood.

“Any time you walk into a clandestine 
lab making drugs and explosives, there’s a 
danger,” she said.

Children at the residence were taken by 
the Department of Children and Families, 
Cook said.

Cliff ord posted a $115,014 bond and was 
released from the Clay County Jail. He’s due 
back in court on April 20.

Gainesville woman jailed 
for traffi  cking crack cocaine

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A woman be-
ing questioned for her role in an argument 
wound up going to jail after the Clay County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce found a cache of drugs in her 
car.

Sharhonda Reatha Crummer, 31, of 

Gainesville, was being held on a $285,761 
bond following her arrest on March 20.

According to the arrest report, deputies 
were called to a home on Dennison Avenue 
for a disturbance where threats were being 
made with fi rearms. When they arrived, two 
men ran from the scene and Crummer left 
in her car. Deputies found her at a conve-
nience store on County Road 214. When 
they ran a background check on her, they 
were alerted her driver’s license had been 
suspended.

At the same time, they noticed burned 
marijuana “roaches” in her ashtray. A 
search of the car uncovered the follow-
ing drugs: fi ve bags totaling 60.4 grams of 
crack cocaine, two bags containing a total 
of 29 grams of marijuana and 12.3 grams of 
ecstasy.

In addition to being charged with pos-
session, she was charged with traffi  cking 
crack cocaine and driving with a suspended 
license.
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Tues-Sat 10am-7pm
Sunday 11am-5pm

across from Super Wal-Mart

922 Blanding Blvd #5 • Orange Park • 904-566-3341

10%
Off Military & County Employee Discounts w/ID

406-0566 • 2620 Blanding Blvd. Ste 119, Middleburg
www.facebook.com/Southerndiscounthardware

Here at Southern True Value, we 
wanted to thank everyone who voted 
for us. We look forward to continuously 

serving our Clay County Residents!
BEST OF CLAY

claytodayonline.com

2019 10%
OFF

All Purchases
Exp: 04-30-21

Quality Craftsmanship Guaranteed

4406 Station Freeway 904-910-5960
Keystone Heights NorthwaysContracting.com

Residential / Commercial
- Roof Inspections
- Roof Maintenance

DDeelliivveerriinngg
tthhee bbeesstt iinn
ggeenneerraall

ccoonnttrraaccttiinngg
aanndd rroooofifinngg
ccoonnttrraaccttiinngg
sseerrvviicceess..

To achieve all your financial goals, you need 
to take a “holistic” approach, bringing in all the 
elements of yourself.

Think about your family. How much can you 
put away for your children’s college education? 
When they’re young adults, can you help them 
make a down payment on their first home? These 
questions are relevant to your investment plans.

Your personal beliefs will also factor into your 
overall financial strategy. How much do you want 
to contribute to charitable groups during your 
lifetime and in your estate plans?

And when you retire, you’ll want to reevaluate 
your purpose in life. Will you travel to broaden your 
horizons or stay close to home, volunteering your 

time to help improve your community? Whatever 
path you choose has financial implications, such 
as the amount of money you’ll need to withdraw 
from your retirement accounts.

Even your health is part of your financial 
outlook. For example, if you ever need some type 
of expensive long-term care, you’ll need to plan 
for it.

Look at your situation holistically – when 
creating a lifetime’s financial strategy, every part 
of your life matters.

Member SIPC
This is Courtnie Douglas, your Edward Jones financial advisor 
located at 131 S. Walnut Street, Starke, FL 32091, phone 
number (904) 964-1486.

Investment strategies. One-on-one advice.
Courtnie A Douglas, AAMS, CRPC
Financial Advisor
131 South Walnut St 
Starke, FL 32091
904-964-1486
www.edwardjones.com

PSA: Look at your financial situation holistically

Member SIPC

our water supply on a regional basis so this 
is really, really important.”

Shortelle said it was really hard to get 
to the kickoff  event of the smaller-sized 
pilot plant located on the Clay County 
Animal Services’ property. Multiple projects 
had fallen through, funding was tough to 
achieve.

About 50 people gathered at the pilot 
plant to celebrate the news, including 
SJRWMD vice chairman Rob Bradley, who 
secured $40 million as a Florida senator for 
the project.

“If you grew up here, you probably 
remember Keystone Heights’ lakes and how 
important they were to the way of life there 
and even the economy,” Bradley said. “I 
remember when those lakes were full...and 
what’s happened to them over the past few 
decades has been heartbreaking to see.”

Bradley recalled the Save Our Lakes 
Organization and how often he heard from 
them as a senator. Th ey were persistent, he 
said, but never in a disrespectful or imped-
ing way. Th ey were people that cared about 
Keystone Heights’ lakes and wanted to see 
them restored to their original beauty, he 
said, and that’s what they fought for over the 
years.

Th e unveiling was big a day for Bradley, 

Water
from page 1

the water district, local county commission-
ers, city council members, engineers and 
more.

“Th is is an incredible day,” Save Our 
Lakes Organization vice president, Vivian 
Katz-Janes said. “Th is truly benefi ts every-
body. It benefi ts the people of Keystone, 
obviously, but this recharges the aquifers 
and that aff ects everyone’s water in a posi-
tive way.”

Katz-Janes spoke about how long before 
people arrived at Keystone Heights, the 
lakes and the surrounding creeks served as 
rechargers of aquifers and she’s excited to 
see that “original, natural function” return.

Keystone Heights town manager Lynn 
Rutkowski said the restoration of the Lake 
Region’s waterways will benefi t the area far 
beyond just water. Th ese water resources af-
fect the economy in a big way too. Ecotour-
ism used to be the main draw of Keystone 
Heights. People went there to swim and 
boat, hike the trails surrounding them and 
fi sh on the creeks. Some of that still occurs 
today, but not nearly to the extent of decades 
ago. Th ose same people also spent money in 
the city of Keystone Heights. Rutkowski said 

the city is already working with the county 
and the county’s tourism development 
council to relaunch Keystone Heights’ place 
in Clay County’s ecotourism.

Th e lakes are so important to that 
region’s water systems that an organiza-
tion called the Lake Region Development 
Corporation popped up to further develop 
the entire Lake Region. Th e restoration of 
the region’s lakes is going to go a long way 
in helping the LRDC bring more business to 
the area.

“For us, it was about determining 
whether we want to let things happen to our 
region or if we want to be the ones guiding 
what happens,” Katz-Janes said.

Former Keystone Heights town manager 
and now-LRDC executive director, Scott 
Kornegay, said it’s important the LRDC and 
the city of Keystone Heights be at the ready 
for what the restoration of the lakes is going 
to do for the area.

Th e pilot plant at the animal services 
facility is quite small, especially when com-
pared to what the full plant will be in time. 
SJRWMD project division director Dale 
Jenkins said the pilot plant pulls water from 

Black Creek and places it into the blue box 
present at the animal facility. It then pulls 
harmful nutrients from the water and cleans 
the color of it, changing it from the murky, 
yellow color seen in Black Creek to crystal-
clear color.

Th at process happens thanks to a propri-
etary natural process created by the Sustain-
able Water Investment Group, which is the 
company behind the plant’s technology. Th e 
water then drains into the nearby sand and 
dirt. Th is is a test and show-of-proof for the 
facility that will do the same thing to 10 mil-
lion gallons of water a day.

Th at facility won’t be completed any 
time soon. Shortelle said the permitting pro-
cess has started and shovels will go down 
later this year. SJRWMD’s estimated timeline 
has the fi nal plant’s construction fi nishing 
up in September of 2023. While that seem a 
long way away, but the people of Keystone 
Heights are excited. Rutkowski said the 
excitement can be felt all over the city.

SOLO’s Webb Farber, who sits at the 
executive table for the organization, said 
anybody who knows Keystone Heights 
knows that the second water hits Alligator 
Creek, the lakes begin to fi ll. 

When those fi rst drops of murky, yellow 
water make their way from Black Creek to 
the full treatment plant outside of Camp 
Blanding, and then come out the other side 
clean and drop themselves into Alligator 
Creek, the refi lling of the lakes will begin.

“This is an incredible day.  This truly benefi ts everybody. It 
benefi ts the people of Keystone, obviously, but this recharges 
the aquifers and that affects everyone’s water in a positive way.”

– Vivian Katz-Janesave Save Our Lakes organization vice president
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We PetsLovePetsLovePetsLoveLoveWe PetsLove

Twisted Oaks Rescue

Melrose Animal Hospital 

Ravenwood Farm Foundation 

Clipping Corner

A Journey To Furever 

Class Act for Dogs 

Roland Senior Dog 
Rescue Gang inc 

Jelly Gang Jelly 

SAFE Animal Shelter 

Diamond Z 
Trimming & Shoeing

Fix Them All

Daisymae Designs 

Thread Zeppelin 

BEMER

Pet Partners of North Florida

Nemours ADAPT Program

Companion Animal Clinic

Clay County Animal Services

Bradford County Sheriffs Office 
Animal Services

SAFE Pet Rescue 

Saturday 
April 17 • 1 - 4 pm

Montgomery Center
just outside of keystone on SR 100

88 SE 75th Street • Starke, FL 32091

Kid & Pup Friendly
Pet Pantry  Kids Crafts

discounted spay/neuter info
Raffles  pet therapy
Education  adoption

& More!

Trimming & ShoeingTrimming & ShoeingTrimming & Shoeing

twistedoaksrescue@gmail.com

(Name, age, location of arrest, charges). Key: 
FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving Without 
a License-Suspended or Revoked; DUI-Driving 
Under the In� uence; VOP-Violation of Proba-
tion; BAL-blood alcohol level. There are no 
assumptions or representations about guilt 
or innocence. Anyone arrested or booked is 
presumed innocent.

Sunday, April 4
Michael S.B. Hatch, 29, Keystone Heights, 

possession-controlled substance (Bradford), 
possession-methamphetamine (Bradford)

Friday, April 2
Danny P. Lewis, 47, Orange Park, two 

counts FTA
John M. Turner, 57, Keystone Heights, 

petit theft, trespassing
Ty B. Parmeter, 20, Keystone Heights, 

resist arrest with violence, battery on law en-
forcement/fi refi ghter/EMT, domestic battery

Tuesday, March 30
Shawn Z. Akers, 46, Keystone Heights, 

DWLSR-third off ense, failure to register

Friday, March 26
Henry W. White, 31, Keystone Heights, 

knowingly providing false information of a 
crime

Troy A. Johns, 53, Keystone Heights, 
DWLSR

Tuesday, March 23
Alyxandra D. James, 29, Maxville, grand 

theft auto

Saturday, March 20
Sharhonda R. Crummer, 31, Keystone 

Heights, possession-cocaine with intent to 
manufacture/deliver, possession-controlled 
substance, possession-marijuana, traffi  cking 
cocaine/cocaine mixture, DWLSR

Friday, March 19
Cody M. Cliff ord, 40, Keystone Heights, 

cultivation of marijuana, possession-dimeth-
yltryptamine, possession-LSD, possession-
marijuana, possession/use-marijuana, con-
spiracy to manufacture dimethyltryptamine

Thursday, March 18
Caleb M. Moore, 29, Maxville, vandalism

Wednesday, March 17
Cameron L. Yarbrough, 30, Keystone 

Heights, distribution-hallucinogen, trespass-
ing

Sunday, March 14
Douglas D. Nelson, 28, Keystone Heights, 

simple domestic battery
David R. Cook, 31, Maxville, failure to 

register

Friday, March 12
Douglas J. Deleruyelle, 60, Keystone 

Heights, DUI
Christopher R. Brander, 36, Keystone 

Heights, non-support

Arrests & Bookings 
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LAKE AREA’S PREMIER REAL ESTATE TEAM
“Your Buying & Selling Team”“Your Buying & Selling Team”

Todd Beals: 904-588-2083
Debbie Beals: 316-648-0595

510 S. Lawrence Blvd. (across from City Hall)KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
SPORTS 
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CHS Jones by 100

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - With three district cham-
pion teams; Keystone Heights, Ridgeview 
and Fleming Island, and handful of regional 
hopefuls, area boys weightlifting teams will 
be training carefully to exact a little more 
power at the Friday and Saturday region 
championships en route to a state meet 
berth two weeks later. Clay High’s Isaiah 
Jones had the most dominant win with a 100 
pound gap in his 129 pound division in dis-
trict 5-2A indicating a near lock on a region 

and state title.
“We don’t have one lifter that will set 

records and win an individual state title, 
but we got a couple of guys in each weight 
class that can bring us a lot of team points,” 
said Keystone Heights coach Lantz Lowery, 
who won the district 8-1A title decisively 
with a 98 to 38 win over Interlachen with 
eight individual champions. “Our best bet is 
a team title if all of our guys get six solid lifts 
to put pressure on the other lifters. We don’t 
have to chase big lifts to win the team title, 
but being unselfi sh is tough when a state 
champion ring is so close.”

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

MIDDLEBURG - Clay High softball got three 
early runs then shut down the bats of Rid-
geview High with a 3-2 win on Wed., March 
24 at Clay High School. Th e win creates a bit 
of chaos win the district lineups with both 
teams at the top of the district 4-4A lineup; 
Ridgeview now 12-3, Clay now 8-6 with 
Menendez at 6-3.

Across the county, Middleburg was 
having a knockdown battle with Nease High 
that went to a Maisy Campbell double and 
a Kaley Barnes single to fi nish off  a quasi-
upset with a 3-2 5A vs. 7A win.

“We had a rough spring break tourna-
ment schedule and played three tough 
teams in one day in Monteverde that kind 
of toughened up the team,” said Middleburg 
coach Ashley Houston. “Th en we lost our 
last two to West Nassau and Creekside and 
needed to regroup.”

Over in Green Cove Springs, With Clay 
freshman pitcher Gabrielle Ellis facing off  
aganist Ridgeview senior Brittany Michael, 
the game proved to be a defensive slugfest 
right from the git-go. 

Ridgeview opened with two singles and 
a walk to put Ellis on the hot seat in the fi rst 
inning, but Ellis prevailed with a strikeout 
and ground out to stave off  the early surge 

by Ridgeview. 
Ellis then ramped up her bat wtih a line 

drive that got her to fi rst base off  an error 
with K Mann moving Ellis to third before 
Ema Martin bunted Ellis in a nice display of 
small ball softball by Blue Devil coach Matt 
Lewis.

Ellis and Michael locked down both 
batting lineups with Michael torching three 

Keystone Heights High weightlifter Caleb Moncrief is key part of Indians team that is heading to 
region championships as a district champion team. Coached by Lantz Lowery, Keystone Heights is 
one of top � ve teams in state ranks.

Lifters run fi ne
line of readiness

Keystone Heights High pitcher Madi Mitzel, 
here against Oakleaf in game one, turned the 
result around with 6-5 upset win on Tues., April 
6. 

SEE LIFT, 18

Clay beats Ridgeview; Broncos get walkoff  win, Keystone oh so close

SEE SOFTBALL, 20
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DR ILL ING INC.

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1989

352.473.0534 
969 SE State Rd 100 
Keystone Heights, FL

State License 
#7112

State License 
#7361

• Well Drilling  
• Annual Service 
& Maintenance 
• Water Testing 

• Water Softeners
• Pump Repair

www.broncodrillinginc.com

(904) 278-4442
3651 US Highway 17 

Fleming Island, FL 32003

Why Allegro?
Allegro has been serving the area’s seniors 
for nearly 20 Years, offering Independent 

Living, Assisted Living and Memory Care.

Come and see why Allegro is the premier 
Senior Living solution for you!

Assisted Living License #10313Assisted Living License #10313

12
YEARS
DEFICIENCY 

FREE

NOBODY
OFFERS MORE
DISCOUNTS
THAN FARMERS
■ Automobile insurance
■ Homeowners insurance
■ More options, providing

you more discounts

Lyndel M. Hale
Your Local Agent

2751 BLANDING BLVD STE 105
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
LHALE1@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/lhale1

L
Y

2
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068
L
h

Call 352.612.4154 today!
Let me help you get the most value

out ofyour insurance coverage.
Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your 
agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance 
Exchange and other a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a 
complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide 
insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.

Lift
from page 17

For Lowery, whose Indians have 
claimed three titles in the past month; 
the Suwannee Invitational in a tie with 
powerhouse Pace High, the Clay County 
title over the other two district champions; 
Ridgeview and Fleming Island, and, now 
their own district title, the 2021 team has a 
lot of the characteristics of the 2014 team 
that tied Baker County for the Class 1A 
team title. 

“Th e win at the county championship 
showed us that our depth was what was 
going to carry us through regions to state,” 
said Lowery. “We were missing a few of our 
key guys and we still lifted strong there. We 
had a similar approach in 2014.”

Keystone Heights sends eight champi-
ons; Reid Begue at 119, Zach Glover at 139, 
Nathan Tisdale at 154, Logan Williams at 
169, Tyler Jenkins at 183, Tyler Anthony-

Rozier at 199, Caleb Moncrief at 219 and 
Mason Dicks at Unlimited. 

“We also had eight that fi nished top 
three,” said Lowery.

For Ridgeview coach Matt Knauss, 
who outlifted county rival Orange Park 
66-53 for the district 4-2A title, and Flem-
ing Island coach Damenyum Springs, who 
beat Creekside 83-55 with Oakleaf at 37 for 
third in district 3-3A, the next three weeks is 
a lot of preparation readiness and a strong 
peak on state meet days; April 23-24. Clay, 
in district 5-2A fi nished second to Matan-
zas, 82-56, with St. Augustine third at 40. 
Middleburg had eight top six fi nishers led 
by Stone Newsome’s title at 183 pounds in 
district 4-2A. 

“Th e state champion is going to come 
out of our region, not even close,” said 
Knauss, noting Pace High’s dominance 
during the season. “Pace has a lot kids in the 
top six of their district.”

In district 4-2A, Ridgeview earned 
individual titles from Chris Baptiste at 129, 
A.J. Beaufort at 154, Joe Reed at 199, Collier 
Stephens at 219 and Prince Savea at 238. 
Orange Park got one title to Jose Penagos at 
119 with six in the top three. Middleburg got 
a district title to Stone Newsome at 183 with 
three more in the top three.

“Only the top guy at region is automati-
cally advanced,” said Knauss. “Th e rest is on 
totals and how much guys weigh on that 
day.”

Knauss, with Beaufort winning meets 
all season by 50-60 pounds, and Joe Reed 
settling in to his technique, sees 

For Springs, who had seven champions; 
Justin Nolley at 129, Elijah Jones at 139, Will 
Stephens at 154, Musthafa Marshall at 169, 
Tim Th omas at 219, Alex Maier at 238 and 
Rickey Joseph at Unlimited.

“Right now, we have to strategize to 
win region titles to get guys to state,” said 
Springs. “We have the Panhandle teams 
coming to our region and they are tough.”

Springs liked four guys as being in con-
trol of their own ride to the the state meet; 
Will Stephens, Tim Th omas, Alex Maier and 
Rickey Joseph.

“Rickey just adds more weight each day 

Region Weightlift Schedules

Region 1-3A (Sub-region, district 1,2) at 
Oakleaf High School, 
Fri., April 9, 10:30 a.m. start. (Oakleaf, Flem-
ing Island)

Region 2-2A (Sub-region, district 5,6) at St. 
Augustine High, Wed., 3:30 p.m. (Clay)

Region 1-2A at Suwannee High, Fri., April 9 
11 a.m. (Ridgeview, Orange Park, Middle-
burg)

Region 2-1A at West Nassau Sat., April 10 3 
p.m. (Keystone Heights)

Colton Tibbetts gets set for his clean and jerk as rival Will Stephens of Fleming Island peers. 

to his lifts; another 15 today in bench press, 
because he is so new to the sport,” said 
Springs, noting Joseph’s top total of 665 at 
districts. “He has not found his max yet. He 
just keeps adding weight and lifting.”

For Stephens, who had a three-lifter 
battle at the Clay County championships, 
Springs liked his tenacity at that point of the 
meet. Stephens won his district title by 65 
pounds with Jones winning by 75.

“He’s ready for a couple of big lifts,” said 
Springs. 

Oakleaf got a district title to Isaiah 
Shevchook at 183 with six athletes in the 
top three.

For Clay’s Jones, who maxed at 215 and 
185 to win his 129 division with a 400 total, 
both lifts were just his opening weights with 
the closest lifter in both disciplines far from 
Jones; 70 pounds for the bench press, 45 for 
the clean and jerk. 

Clay coach Kyle Kennard also got a title 
to Daniel Paniayua at 154 with 10 athletes 
in the top six. Matanzas had fi ve district 
champions.

Past state champions

Clay: Tavaris McDuffi  e 1999, Theodore 
Monroe 2011, Bob Seat 1983, Kenneth 
White 1983

Keystone Heights: Darrell Byrnes 1995, 
Bear Snay 1998

Middleburg: Robert Kepler 1986, Josh 
Pruitt 1998

Oakleaf: Jakobi Baker 2018

Orange Park: Jacob Abdel 2014, David 
Araujo 2019, Roger French 1984, Carlos 
Jeff erson 2008, Andrew Ratica 2014 and 
2015, Zykiem Sermons 2019

Fleming Island: Jesse Brooks 2011, 
Frantz Caudio 2012, Tyler Nguyen 2018

Tyler Jenkins watches as Kaleb Vojnoski clears 
his bench press at Clay County Championship 
meet won by Keystone Heights High School. 
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ORANGE PARK OFFICE: 637 BLANDING BLVD
1-855-WE-FIGHT
YOUR CLAY COUNTY ATTORNEYS

Heavy hitters for weightlift regions on Friday
Top left: Fleming Island High heavyweight Rickey Joseph has been hoisting massive weights. 
Topright: Ridgeview High’s Miika Tuisano is coach Matt Knauss wild card lifter for regions. Bottom 
left: Clay High’s Isaiah Jones is 100 pounds better than second place in district and tops in region 
ranks. Bottom right: Keystone Heights heavy Luke Snider is coach Lantz Lowery’s wild card pick for 
upcoming regions. 

2795 CR 220 
Middleburg, FL

PLEASE
DROPOFF ALL 
NON-
PERISHABLE
FOODS TO

M-Fri 9am-12pm
or 1pm-4pm

Join
KEYSTONE

LAKE REGION
Business Association

KLRBA.com

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED
INSIDE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
CAR DEALERSHIP
Open Dealers Hours 9AM-8PM 7 Days A Week

➤ Auto
➤ Renters
➤ Homeowners
➤ General Liability Insurance

THE ANSWER TO ALL
YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS: 

➤ Military Discounts
➤ Senior Citizen Discounts
➤ Homeowners
➤ Good Students Discount

WE OFFER:

www..oneinsurance.com

(904) 525-8550
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1813 Reid Street, Palatka
386-325-0440

www.palatkaflooringcenter.com
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T i l e  &  S tone

Customer Satisfaction
is our Priority

Clay batters in the second inning and Ellis 
getting strong defensive plays behind her to 
button down the Panther bats.

Ellis again started the ball rolling (fl ying) 
with a double to open the fourth inning that 
was followed by Sydney Davis’ double to 
score two more runs; 3-0. 

Ridgeview scored one run in the fi fth, 
but was halted by a nifty double play ball 
on an Ashlyn Halford fl y ball to right fi eld 
with Kaylee Stacy catching baserunner K 
Torrence at second on the fl yout.

Ironically, Ridgeview centerfi elder Mary 
Girgis mirrored the same outfi eld double 
play action in the fi fth to knock the Blue 
Devils out of the dugout. In the seventh, 
Halford bashed an RBI line drive to score 
the game 3-2, but Ellis got two popouts to 
end the game.

Middleburg would get a second win 
with a 5-1 win over Providence on Th urs., 
March 25. Th e Broncos will host Keystone 
Heights on Tues., March 30. 

OHS Banks steals 
Keystone upset bid

Keystone Heights (8-5) got as close to 
an upset over Oakleaf (11-1) as can happen 

Softball 
from page 17

Keystone Heights batter Asia Givens lays down bunt in Indians thrilling game at Oakleaf; lost 12-8, 
but on Tues., April 6, Lady Indians won a 6-5 game in Keystone Heights. 

with an 8-6 lead in the fi fth inning thanks 
to a three run homer from Megan Green 
off  Oakleaf pitcher Madi McDaniel, but 
eventually fell 12-8 to one of Oakleaf’s 
patented late inning scoring sprees; a six 
run sixth inning that started as usual with 
a Khloe Banks baserunning display. Th ere 
were seven errors between the two teams 
in a hotly contested batfest.

Area fi sherman Bill Pascoe had a plentiful family Spring Break outing down in Marathon Key 
with his Mahi Mahi caught last week. The rest of the family, center left, Zoe Pascoe, nailed a 
Black Fin Tuna; center right, family friend Bailey O’Dell snagged a Mahi Mahi for dinner, and, 
below, Zoe Pascoe with her second big catch, a Mahi Mahi. Readers are encourage to send 
their best Fish Tales pics to Clay Today Sports Editor Randy Lefko; email Randy@opcfl a.com 
or on Facebook messenger (Randy Lefko) Include names, type of fi sh, where you caught it, 
weights or sizes of fi sh and name of boat if possible.

FISH 

TALES
FISH FISH FISH FISH FISH 

TALESTALES
FISH FISH FISH 

TALESTALES

Ridgeview High pitcher Brittany Michael, close 
up on way to one of 13 stikeouts in win over 
Fleming Island. 
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PUZZLE
FUN

Keystone Heights Baseball 
Schedule/Results 

Record as of April 4: 7-10

Feb. 16 Lost to Clay 11-2
Feb. 23 Lost to Buchholz 12-2
Feb. 25 Beat Fernandina Beach 5-2
Feb. 26 Beat Bradford 4-2
March 3 Beat Fort White 5-0
March 4 Beat Middleburg 9-1
March 5 Beat Bishop Snyder 6-3
March 9 Lost to North Marion 12-7
March 11 Lost to Bishop Snyder 
3-2
March 12 Lost to Palatka 4-2
March 15 Beat Crescent City 17-9
March 16 Lost to Baldwin 6-2
March 22 Lost to Santa Fe 4-0
March 24 Lost to Santa Fe 9-2
March 31 Lost to Baldwin 7-3
April 1 Lost to Fort White 6-0
April 5 Beat  Interlachen 4-3
April 6 vs. Crescent City
April 8 vs. Bradford
April 9 vs. Middleburg
April 12 vs. Interlachen
April 13 at Trinity Christian
April 19 at Palatka
April 20 vs. Buchholz
April 22 at Clay
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